
For the Relief of Conacre Tenants in Ireland. 



[Note.— The Words printed in Italics are proposed to he inserted 
■ in the Committee.] 



^^dUX'Kl!; Si the practice of taking land in Conacre or for PreamUc. 
ilK' one crop, at rents greatly exceeding the average 3^early 
rent of the best farming land, prevails extensively among the poorer 
classes in Ireland ; and, from the uncertainty of the climate and other 
5 causes, it frequently happens that the crop produced upon such land 
is not worth the rent agreed to be paid, together with the seed and 
labour bestowed by the tenant upon its cultivation; and it is expe- 
dient to provide a remedy in such cases ; it tfjntfovc (SltacKd, by 
The queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice 
10 ‘and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the 
same THAT whensoever a Conacre Tenant shall find himself Conacre Te- 

’ /• 1 I unable to 

unable, from deficiency in the crop, or from other cause, to pay the ^.y^entfor 
rent agreed on for his Conacre Land, it shall be lawful for him, on j^anJ, to give 
15 or before the First day of September where the crop shall consist of 
Potatoes or Oats, and on or before the First day of July where the 
crop shall consist of Hay or Plax, and before reaping, pulling, cutting 
or digging any part of the same, to serve upon his Conacre Land- 
lord. by handing it to himself, or in his house to his servant, wife or 
20 child above Tm Years of age, a Notice in writing to the following 
effect ; (that is to say) 

“TAKE Notice, That I hereby surrender to you tlie crop of 
[Potatoes, Oats, Hay or Flax, as the case may be,] uow stand- 
ing, growing or being in your field [or, farm] in the townland of 
parish of barony of and 

g - county 
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touiity of tmJ that I require you in return 

to abandon all claim to rent due for tlie same. Given under my 
hand tbisFiml <lay of Juli/ [or, Scplcnihtr, as the case may be], in 
the year One thousand eight hundred and y 

(signed) ‘‘ A. B.” 

“ To C. D. at 



5 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the service of sudi Notice 
as aforesaid, all right and title in tlie (’onacre 'J'enant to the crop 
therein named, or to any part thereof, shall wholly cease and be at 
an end j and all right in the Conacre Landlord to the rent due for jq 
the same, or to any part thereof, shall wholly cease and be at an endj 
and all promissory notes and other securities previously given for the 
same shall thenceforward be void und of none eflect. 



AND whereas it has been a practice for Conaci'c Landlords to 
prevent their Conacre Tenants from making use of or carrying away 
the crop, allhough they may have given approved security for the 
payment of the rent, whereby such Lcuunls liavc often been subjected 
to serious inconvenience and lossj and it is expedient to prevent a 
recurrence of such practice; BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall 
not be lawful, after the pcmlng of Una Acf., for any Conacre Landlord 20 
or person letting land ibr one crop, to hinder, molest or obstruct his 
Conacre Teiiiint, or any person employed or authorized by him, la 
cutting, digging, pulling, saving or carrying away, at reasonable 
times, the crop of such land, or any part tliercof, after such tenant shall 
have given and such landlord shall have accepted his promissory 25 
note on a legal stamp for the rent agreed on, whether the period of 
payment named therein shall have ex[)ircd or no ; and any such Land- 
lord so hindering, molesting or obstructing his Conacre Tenant, or 
any person employed or authorized by iiim, shall be deemed guilty of 
a malicious injury, and shall he punishable us for a malicious injury 30 
under the provisions of SectionThivty of an Act jiasscd in tlie ninth year 
of the reign of his Majesty King Gborgi: tlic Fourth, intituled, “ An 
Act for consolidating and amending the Laws in Irelunil relative to 
Malicious Injuries to Property and the penalty and costs that shall 
be awarded under the said Actsball bo puyubic to the [>urty aggrieved; 35 
any thing in this Act or in the abovc-recitod Act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Provitied always, and be it hereby Enacted, That no Conacre 
Tenant shall have any right to enter upon Conacre Laud without the 
conseut of the Conacre Landlord, after the Thiriij-Jirst day of Oclober, 4° 
if the crop thereof shall have been potatoes or outs, nor after the 
niirty-first day of August if the crop shall have been hay or flax; 
nor have any right, unless by express agreement, to any crop or part 

of 
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of a crop left on such land after such periods respectively, whether 
the rent of such Conacre Land shall have been paid or no ; but the 
said crop or part of a crop so left on the land after the aforesaid 
periods respectively, shall be deemed the property of the Conacre 
5 Landlord, unless there be an express agreement to the contrary ; 
and any Conacre Tenant who shall enter on such land after the 
aforesaid periods respectively, and shall cut, dig, pull, remove, injure 
or carry away any part of such crop, without the consent of the 
Conacre Landlord, shall be deemed guilty of a malicious injury, and 
10 shall be punishable as for a malicious injury under the provisions of 
the said recited Act of the ninth year of the reign of his l\fajesty 
King Geouge the Fourth, Section Thirty; and the penalty and 
costs that shall be awarded under the said Act shall be payable to 
the party aggrieved ; any thing in this Act or in the above-recited Act 
15 to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it Enacted, That every Conacre Landlord may be pro- 
ceeded against for damage to the crop or crops of his Conacre Tenant, 
committed by the cattle of such Landlord, or by cattle taken in by 
him to graze, in like manner as any other person may by law be pro- 
20 ceeded against for such damage. 

And be it Enacted, That every Conacre Landlord shall he bound 
to maintain the fences of ground let by him in Conacre, during the 
continuance of such letting, in like good order and condition as at 
the time of letting ; and in default of so doing, such Landlord shall 
25 be liable to be proceeded against by civil bill for tlie amount of all 
damage occurring to the crop or crops by reason of such default; 
and any Conacre Tenant who shall break down, destroy or injure 
any part of the fences of land taken by him in conacre, shall be 
liable to be proceeded against by civil bill for the amount of all 
30 damage that shall occur to the land or crops, or other property of 
the landlord by reason of such injury, and also for the amount of 
expense incurred in repairing such fences. 

And be it Enacted, That the words “Conacre Tenant” and 
“Conacre Landlord” in this Act shall be held to mean persons 
35 respectively taking and letting land for one crop only, and not for a 
term of years, nor for a life or lives, nor for one year, nor at will. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be altered, amended, 
or repealed, by any Act to be passed in this present Session of 
Parliament. 
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